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Introduction

Aim: 

• Minimise consumption in the EU of products coming from 

supply chains associated with deforestation or forest 

degradation.

Scope: 

• The Regulation will have an impact on suppliers whether in 

the EU or abroad. 

• Included: wood, rubber and some derived products, in 

addition to palm oil, soya, cocoa, coffee, cattle (and derived 

products). 

• Building on and expanding the scope of the EUTR (EU 

Timber Regulation).



Main elements

PROHIBITION

No placement or export from 
the EU market, unless 
products are:

• DEFORESTATION-
FREE: produced on 
land that has not been 
subject to deforestation 
and forest degradation 
after December 31, 
2020

• LEGAL: have been 
produced in accordance 
with the relevant 
legislation of the 
country of production

• ACCOMPANIED BY A 
DUE DILIGENCE 
STATEMENT

MANDATORY & STRICT DUE DILIGENCE for businesses 

Businesses need to submit a due diligence statement in the EU system to confirm that due 
diligence was carried out and no or only negligible risk was found.

They  assume responsibility for the compliance of the relevant products with the EUDR.

STAGES:

INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS: strict traceability linking the commodity to the plot of land where it was 
produced and requiring geolocation requirement (Article 9)

RISK ASSESSMENT: complementary information supplied by certification or other third-party-verified 
schemes 

RISK MITIGATION

BENCHMARKING SYSTEM 

Assigned risk of deforestation and forest degradation to countries & regions

LEVEL OF RISK DUE DILIGENCE

Standard & high risk Full (enhanced scrutiny)

Low risk Simplified (information gathering)



Timeline

9 June 

2023

Publication in 

the Official 

Journal of the 

European Union

Entry into force 

on 29 June

+ 20 days

+ 18 months

+ 24 months

30 June 2025: entry into 

application of obligations 

for microenterprises and 

small enterprises

established by December 

31, 2020

30 December 2024: entry into 

application of obligations for 

operators

Regulation (EU) No 

995/2010 (EU 

Timber Regulation)

is repealed 

+ 3 years

Additional application time for 

wood products where:

- trees were harvested before 

the EUDR came into force 

- the wood-product is placed on 

EU market on or after the 

EUDR becomes applicable to 

businesses

Implementation

tools by the EC –

official guideline, IT 

system, etc. 

November 2021: Commission proposal

December 2022: Provisional 

agreement

April/May 2023: Formal approval by 

the European Parliament and the 

Council (EU Member States)



PEFC STANDARDS WELL 

POSITIONED TO MEET 

EUDR’S KEY ELEMENTS

- deforestation-free

- legal

- due diligence statement
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PEFC Sustainable Forest Management standard

• Management plans that 

specify ways and means to 

minimise the risk of 

degradation and damage to 

forest ecosystems

• The annually allowable use 

of non-wood forest products 

shall be included in the 

management plan where 

forest management covers 

commercial use of non-

wood forest products at a 

level which can have an 

impact on their long-term 

sustainability

Deforestation and forest degradation already considered through:

Six Principles

1. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest 

resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle

2. Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and 

vitality

3. Maintenance and encouragement of productive 

functions of forests (wood and non-wood)

4. Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of 

biological diversity in forest ecosystems

5. Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective 

functions in forest management (notably soil and water)

6. Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-

economic functions and conditions 



PEFC Chain of Custody Standard

Provides:

• Assurance of origin from sustainably 
managed forests

• Legal compliance

• Independently audited traceability from 
forests to consumers

• Accurate information obtained through 
certification and audits

• Covering requirements on health, safety 
and labour issues



VOLUNTARY 

CERTIFICATION and 

PEFC IN THE EUDR



The role of voluntary forest certification

• Not a green lane, but with maintained support function in the due diligence 

process

• Evaluation of the EUDR (no later than five years) to assess the need for and 

feasibility of additional facilitation tools

Where can PEFC certification provide support? 

• Information gathering (Art 9) and Information in the risk assessment

• Support as part of risk mitigation

• Assurance with relevant deforestation-free and legality requirements

• Benchmarking: valid tool to support the assessment of the risk of non-

compliance with the regulation's deforestation-free requirement



Areas under deliberation

1. Definitions

2. Material specific information

3. Compliance with legislation of the country of harvest (including international 
legislation) 

4. Location-specific information, specifically geolocation 

5. Deforestation-free evidence

6. Mindfulness about data privacy concerns

7. Additional adaptations that will be beneficial in standard and high-risk countries

8. Understanding the EUDR implementation tools and their functionalities (e.g. IT 
system)



PEFC: your partner in the EUDR

• PEFC robust standards that address sustainability 

and legality 

• PEFC’s global reach, including the work in and with 

VPA/FLEGT countries

• 10+ years of experience and alignment with the EU 

Timber Regulation, but also engagement with the EU 

on other relevant legislation

• PEFC new documentation that covers a range of 

issues that already contribute to the alignment of 

PEFC with the EUDR

• PEFC keen to provide solutions that will be 

implementable and optimal for PEFC certificate 

holders to benefit from not leaving anyone behind, 

especially the smallholders

PEFC’S ONGOING 

WORK

• Assessment of the EUDR 

requirements

• Discussion in relevant PEFC 

working groups to form 

consensus on the solutions

• Understanding stakeholders’ 

situation and needs 

• Gradual involvement of relevant 

public through consultations

• Participation in the European 

Commission’s platform on EUDR



PEFC will be positioned 

to respond to the EUDR

by putting in place a 
modular approach that will 
ensure alignment with the 
EUDR requirements

to benefit certificate holders 

and to facilitate your EUDR 

compliance



Thank you for 

your attention.

Maja Drča

PEFC EU Representative

maja.drca@pefc.org
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